Initiative Measure 1240
Argument For
Charter schools are independently-managed public schools operated by approved nonprofit organizations. They are free, open to all students, and receive funding based on student enrollment just like traditional public schools.

Under I-1240 public charter schools must meet the same academic standards as traditional public schools, and their teachers must meet the same certification requirements as teachers in other public schools. However, charter schools have more flexibility in curriculum, budgets and staffing, and in offering more customized learning experiences for students.

I-1240 finally allows Washington parents and students the option of public charter schools

Washington is one of the few states without public charter schools. I-1240 will allow up to 40 public charter schools to be authorized in Washington over five years, overseen by a state commission or local school board with strict accountability and oversight. I-1240 requires annual performance reviews and an evaluation after five years before additional charter schools could be allowed.

Our current public school system isn’t meeting the needs of all students

Although many students do well in traditional public schools, far too many are falling through the cracks and are at risk of dropping out. Allowing public charter schools provides another option to help these struggling students succeed.

Forty-one other states have public charter schools

Charter schools in other states are helping struggling students stay in school and succeed. A yes vote on 1240 will finally give Washington families the option of public charter schools for our children, just like families in 41 other states have.
